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EVANSVILLE, Ind. —
The Evansville-Vander-
burgh Public Library
trustee who lost her
seat Wednesday amid
the controversy over the
Drag Queen Story Hour
said she’s been “lied to,
bullied, intimidated and
threatened” by District 2 County
Councilman Tom Shetler Jr., over the
Feb. 23 event. 

Barbara Coyle Williams was not re-
appointed Wednesday as the Vander-
burgh County Council’s appointee to
the EVPL board. 

She said she felt bullied and intimi-
dated by Shetler’s constant calls over
the issue. 

“It went from concerned citizen to
‘this is not going to happen in this
community.’ He said, ‘If you don’t do
something, you’re probably not going
to be reappointed to the library 

Ex-EVPL
Trustee
was
‘bullied’ 
Shetler intimidated her
over Drag Queen event

Segann March
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See TRUSTEE, Page 5A

Williams 

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — A severe thunderstorm
ripped through the Tri-State Wednesday morning
leaving damage in areas north of Vanderburgh
County.

Knox County was hit hardest. 
The county’s emergency management agency

said a suspected tornado was reported south of
Vincennes. 

Downed high tension power lines, along with
flooding, caused road closures.

Oakland City also saw damage.
Gibson County Central Dispatch said the storm

caused damage to roofs and several downed trees.
The National Weather Service also reported

snapped power poles and significant damage to a
storage facility near SR-57.

No injuries were reported.
The weather center said the rest of the week will

end much cooler and dry for the Tri-State.
A rainy, snowy mix is possible on Sunday morn-

ing.
The snow will disappear on Sunday afternoon,

and a rain pattern will continue through Tuesday.

Damage reported
across the Tri-State 

Heavy rain causes standing water to flood the roads Thursday near the intersection of North Tekoppel Avenue and Upper
Mount Vernon Road on Evansville’s west side. SAM OWENS / COURIER & PRESS

Storm ripped through
area, possible tornado
Abbey Doyle and Noah Stubbs
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

A storm removed the front porch roof from this
Oakland City home Thursday morning.
DENNY SIMMONS / COURIER & PRESS

EVANSVILLE — Almost anyone may
run for mayor of Evansville without ap-
proval from anyone — but the filing
deadline is noon Friday, and no chal-
lenger for Mayor Lloyd Winnecke has
emerged.

For a minute, it might have been
Mike Talarzyk.

Talarzyk, a 39-year-old bus driver

for Evansville Vander-
burgh School Corpora-
tion, said he seriously
considered filing for
mayor as a Democrat but
ultimately abandoned
the idea. Instead, Talar-
zyk filed for one of three
at-large seats on the City

Council.
“I saw it was uncontested, and last

year when I went to the polls to vote, I
was disappointed,” he said. “There was

no one running for anything. It was
more like a waste of time because I was
eventually voting for the people who
were already on the ticket, you know?

“I’d been hearing, ‘No one’s running,
no one’s running, no one’s running,’
and so I considered throwing my hat in
the ring just so there was a contested
(race.)”

But Talarzyk, who hasn’t been politi-
cally active, ultimately thought better 

There are few rules to file for mayor 
of Evansville; challengers still needed
Thomas B. Langhorne
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See MAYOR, Page 5A

Talarzyk

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — In the next
few days, a place at Stringtown Road
and Herndon Drive holding cherished
memories for many local residents will
tumble to the ground.

The decision to tear down St. The-
resa School and Church is bittersweet
for the Catholic Diocese of Evansville.
It was driven by the property’s ad-
vanced age and repair needs that, ac-
cording to the Diocese, topped $1.4
million.

St. Theresa School saw dwindling
enrollment for several years before be-
ing merged into nearby Good Shep-
herd about four years ago. The parish
has been shut down for a year. Many
parishioners also moved to Good
Shepherd.

Officials with the Diocese, though,
said there is good news about the
North Side land’s future use.

The Diocese’s Catholic Charities or-
ganization will operate from a newly 

St. Theresa
to be razed,
but legacy
to continue
John T. Martin
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See LEGACY, Page 2A
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board.’”
Shetler said he didn’t intimidate Williams but rath-

er called out of “courtesy.” He said he nominated Wil-
liams to join the EVPL board four years ago.

“I felt that I owed it to her — based on conversa-
tions I had with other members of Council who were
equally upset as I was — that we were not represent-
ing the taxpayers in the proper way,” he said. “I don’t
take that as bullying. I think that was a good, honest
conversation that I had with someone who was repre-
senting my values and the Council’s values. We
(Council members) all stood (Wednesday) with what
our values are, and we had someone there that wasn’t
representing those values.”

Shetler said the EVPL board was given a less than
48 hours notice that Drag Queen Story Hour would be
on their agenda in December’s meeting. He said EVPL
administration had planned this event for over 18
months.

He encouraged Williams to ask for a postponement
of the event for a few months until the Trustees had
time to “study and look at it.”

“I said ‘If someone put me in this kind of position
and I was a board member, I’d have some serious
problems with someone putting me in that type of
predicament on such a controversial issue,’” Shetler
sad. “‘I would ask that you would do that. I think that
that’s fair.’ Honestly, she agreed to do that but it did
not materialize at the January board meeting.”

Williams said she is in favor of the event and feels
the dialogue is good for the community. She said fel-
low Trustees have not been contacted by their ap-
pointing authorities. 

“I’m frustrated because this is something that I
really love to do,” she said. “I’m proud of the service I
had on the board. I’m disappointed that my independ-
ence, experience, hard work, dedication and standing
in this community doesn’t count for anything more
than ‘if you don’t do what I want you to do on the board
— you’re not going to get reappointed.”

In November, Williams received a letter from Coun-
cil asking if she wanted to be re-appointed to the li-
brary’s board. She said she was happy to continue and
submitted her letter and resume.

“All indications were that I would be reappointed,”
she said. “And then this (Drag Queen Story Hour)
came up. This is all Tom Shetler’s doing. I think it’s
very scary and wrong to use one’s political position to
try and move their personal religious views forward.” 

The event has drawn criticism and support from
the community since it was first announced late last
year. Many individuals against the event have re-
quested that Commissioners, County Council and the
EVSC hold public hearings to remove and replace their
current appointees on the EVPL board. 

Drag Queen Story Hour is a national program
where drag queens and kings read books chosen by
library staff to children. The targeted age for the pro-
gram is children under 11 and their parents. It is sched-
uled for Feb. 23 at EVPL North Park. 

Williams served as the board’s secretary before
County Council decided it was time for a “fresh face,”

they said during the meeting. Williams’ four-year
term expired Dec. 31, and Council voted 6-1 to appoint
Richard Clements to replace her. 

Shetler said the EVPL board has not been doing its
job efficiently and hopes the new appointee will make
the board more accountable. 

“I felt like we need some different representation
on the EVPL board that are going to ask the hard ques-
tions from the taxpayers’ standpoint,” Shetler said.
“That (Drag Queen Story Hour event) opened a can of
worms. They are a judiciary board and are supposed
to take votes on direct policy and (long-term) strate-
gy.”

The EVPL board votes all the time, Williams em-
phasized. 

“Our duties are laid out in the statute,” she said.
“This is a very complicated responsibility that we
have. We have complete authority over the library.
What we don’t do is micromanage programs. There
are literally hundreds of story hours going in a year’s
time.”

Williams said Shelter has been calling her since the
December meeting. He expressed that she should’ve
done or said something when the words “drag queen”
were spoken, she said. 

“He was trying to get me to do something to stop
this and then he said ‘the only acceptable response I
could’ve made was to slam my fist on the table and say
‘this is not going to happen in our community,’” she
explained. “Then he came up to me at the meeting and
shook his finger in my face, I felt rather intimidated.”

During the meeting, the EVPL board decided to
move forward with the program. Williams did not
speak against having the program. 

“The day of the meeting in January, he told me
what I did at the board meeting would determine
whether or not I was reappointed,” she said, referring
to a phone call prior to the EVPL board meeting. 

The one vote against the new appointee came from
Councilwoman Stephanie Terry, who spoke highly of
Williams’ success in her professional career and the
impact she’s had on the library through her work on
the EVPL board. 

Terry said although she did not vote in favor of
Clement’s nomination, she doesn’t have an issue with
the new appointee.

Williams has been a lawyer for 39 years and has a
masters degree in library science. 

“I think not reappointing Barbara is a great loss to
the EVPL board,” Terry said. “She was one of the most
qualified trustees that they had based on her back-
ground.”

The EVPL Board is made up of seven appointees.
EVSC appoints three, County Council two and County
Commissioners two.

One County Commissioner appointee, Andy Ozete,
resigned amid the controversy but hasn’t spoken
about why he stepped down. Commissioners have
been called into question their other appointee, Sabri-
na Stewart-Thomas, although there has been no vote
about removing her or replacing Ozete.

EVSC Board President Karen Ragland said they will
not remove their appointees to the library board dur-
ing their meeting earlier this month. 

“I trust the EVPL will continue to make program de-
cisions in the best interest of their patrons and our
community,” she said.

Trustee
Continued from Page 1A

of it. Republican Winnecke has at least $614,000
cash on hand, an army of volunteers, a professional
campaign organization and the support of many
prominent Democrats.

The mountain was a little too high to climb.
“At this time I thought maybe getting a little bit of

experience under my belt would probably be the best
thing,” Talarzyk said.
“Maybe I should take it a
little bit slower and work
my way up.”

State law has few re-
quirements for anyone
who wishes to run for
mayor. No approval by any
party boss is needed.

You have to be a legally registered voter. Your most
recent vote in a primary election — even if it was dec-
ades ago — has to have been cast in the party under
which you file for mayor. If it’s not, then you do need
the approval of your local party’s chairman.

You have to have lived in the city of Evansville for
at least a year before the general election, but you
only need to be registered to vote at your current ad-
dress before you file.

And if someone wants to challenge whether your
residency has been established for a year?

“If someone believes that’s the case, they can file a
challenge to a candidacy with the (Vanderburgh
County) election board, and then the board would
have the power to have a hearing and have witnesses
come and testify,” said the board’s attorney Doug
Briody.

The filing deadline for city offices in this year’s
election is noon Friday. The county election office in
Room 216 of the Civic Center will open at 8 a.m.

If a Democrat does file for mayor — and if he or she
is the only Democrat to file for mayor — that person
will be the party’s nominee. That is, as long as he or
she meets the requirements to run.

Failing to field a candidate before the filing dead-
line would constitute a gamble that no one else would
file under the Democrats’ banner before the deadline.
But if no Democrat files, the party could still name a
candidate by noon June 30.

Mayor
Continued from Page 1A

“Maybe I should take it
a little bit slower and
work my way up.”

Mike Talarzyk
Considered running

WEST LAFAYETTE — Howard Schultz was ada-
mant about differentiating himself from liberals and
conservatives on all major policies when he spoke
Thursday afternoon at Purdue University. The one
area he wasn’t afraid to be opinionated on, though,
was criticizing the current administration.

“No one wants Donald Trump fired more than me,”
he said.

Schultz did not announce a campaign and doesn’t
plan to for a few months, Erin Mcpike, who manages
press for Schultz’s team, said.

Aside from Schultz’s admiration for university
president Mitch Daniels, the billionaire chose to visit
Purdue because he wants to appeal to Americans in all
regions, including “non-battleground states like Indi-
ana,” Mcpike said.

Schultz attempted to find middle ground on issues
like school safety – saying it was a shameful statistic
that more than half of American teenagers feared be-
ing shot while in class.

He then separated himself from both parties by cri-
tiquing soundbites from the far-left and far-right. He
positioned himself as a “centrist independent” and
claimed a third party would represent the majority of
Americans.

Despite Schultz being a longtime Democratic donor,
some liberals fear that Schultz running as an Indepen-
dent will detract from the growing list of Democrats
entering the race and give Trump the edge to win again
in 2020.

However, that didn’t dissuade Schultz’s confidence
that a third-party candidate is the answer to defeating

Trump, should the president decide to run next year.
“Given the choice between him and a far-left Demo-

crat, I believe Trump would win re-election,” he said.
“It is intellectually dishonest to suggest that either
party’s candidate could lose because of a third choice.”

The former Starbucks CEO opened his remarks by
appealing to the everyman.

Here are three takeaways from Schultz’s speech:

Presidential run in 2020

The “broken two party system” was Schultz’s driv-
ing force and most repeated phrase during Thursday’s
speech. After sitting at the helm of Starbucks in vari-
ous positions since 1986, Schultz said he was looking
to further the American dream for others by becoming
a public servant. 

He criticized gerrymandering across the country for
giving Americans “hyper-partisan candidates to
choose from” leaving them to feel like their voices were
not being heard. Schultz blamed this partisanship for
the fighting and “revenge politics” within Congress.

“People lose faith in democracy when they feel their
vote doesn’t count and their voice is not heard.” 

Being a “centrist independent”

Although Schultz made it clear that he was not offi-
cially putting his hat in the ring, most of his talking
points read like campaign promises.

With varying degrees of specificity on what he
thinks would work, Schultz took aim at generalized ex-
amples from both the far-left and the far-right to make
his point that an independent candidate was needed.

On immigration he pointed to the far-left’s call to
abolish ICE and the far-right’s family separation pol-

icies at the border. Schultz’s middle
ground was investments in border se-
curity, a path to legalization, citizenship
for Dreamers and a modernized immi-
gration system that would attract “the
best and brightest.”

On health care, Schultz criticized the
far-left for proposing government run
health care and even eliminating pri-

vate health insurance. He criticized the far-right for re-
peatedly trying to repeal the Affordable Care Act with-
out a clear replacement which would leave the most
vulnerable clients with nothing. Schultz’s answer was
lowering costs by offering more choices.

On gun control, Schultz claimed the far-left wanted
to ban guns altogether but the far-right pushed back
on “reasonable limitations” on gun ownership. 

Criticism of Trump

While most of his policy talk remained neutral,
Schultz did not hold back on his thoughts about
Trump.

“One of the most significant security threats Amer-
ica faces in the post-World War II era is the presidency
of Donald John Trump,” he said.

Schultz took a swing at Trump’s trade war, threats
to leave NATO, a negligence toward the fight against
ISIS and a blind eye to Russian interference in the 2016
election.

“He has unilaterally abdicated our historical role as
a global leader,” Schultz said. “He has poisoned our
culture and our values, giving hate, hate speech, rac-
ism and bigotry license.”

Contact Journal & Courier reporter Lindsay Moore
at 765-420-5205 or lrmoore@jconline.com.

3 takeaways from Howard Schultz speech at Purdue

Howard
Schultz 

Lindsay Moore
Lafayette Journal & Courier
USA TODAY NETWORK


